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Friends of a Mountain View man whose 52-foot sailing boat 
disappeared during an Alaskan storm are coping with their worst 
fears now that the Coast Guard has called off its search. David Poole, 
a retired media processor architect, was reported missing Friday by a 
friend, Los Altos resident Barbara Aschenbrenner, who grew 


concerned after she had not heard from him for 11 days. 


Poole, 56, who was known for his passion for computers, birds and sailing, embarked on a solo 
trip to southeast Alaska aboard his boat, the Bird, on Oct. 25. The trip, which included sailing 


through the Inside Passage near Juneau, had been a lifelong dream, friends said. 


The day he was reported missing, Alaskan Coast Guard officials launched a search for the 
vessel, fearing that Poole may have encountered 80- to 100-knot winds and 30-foot seas in a 


storm that began Halloween night. 
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A search of Glacier Bay turned up chunks of blue fiberglass, an extra-large life jacket, a blue 
tote bag and other debris. The search grew more grim after the crew of a fishing vessel found a 


custom-made refrigerator from the Bird. 


Officials contacted the craftsman of the appliance, who said that the only way the refrigerator 


could have come out of the boat was if the boat had broken apart. 


After a 67-hour search, the Coast Guard suspended its efforts. The National Park Service is 


continuing a scaled-back search as part of its regular patrol duties. 


Poole had retired two years ago from Equator Technologies Inc. in Campbell. He was 
considered one of the leading processor architects in the industry, Equator spokesman Ted 
Niday said. Before working with Equator, he had worked for Sun Microsystems Inc. and LSI 
Logic. 


Those who knew him described him as gifted and on the cutting edge. He was known for 


bringing his pet bird with him to work. 


"Doing a solo trip to Alaska was pretty much in character with him in all phases of his life," 
Steve Studulski, a senior staff engineer at Intel, said of his friend. "He saw this as a significant 


challenge." 


Poole had spent two years planning and readying his boat for the Alaska trip, Aschenbrenner 


said. The goal was to sail to Glacier Bay and back. The only companionship he wanted was his 
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parrot, Emmett. 


Poole's destination was the Pacific Northwest, Aschenbrenner said. He loved Glacier Bay, a 


place he had visited with his parents in past summers. 


But his trip was delayed, and he left much later in the year than he had intended. 


His plan was to return home by the end of November, Aschenbrenner said. 


Memorial services are pending. 
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